XX	INTRODUCTION
the Borgia which Spain gave to Italy, Italy and the Borgia
gave Messer Cristoforo Columbo and the New World to
Spain."
Though the writer states that he "does not write with the
simple object of whitewashing the House of Borgia, his
present opinion being that all men are too vile for words
to tell," he certainly renders the wildest accusations against
the Borgia improbable, especially in the matter of poison.
Into the details of poisoning he goes at great length, show-
ing that to the sixteen venoms known in the twelfth cen-
tury only "tri-sulphate of arsenic, orpiment, antimony,
corrosive sublimate, aconite or wolfsbane or monkshood,
and perhaps white hellebore and black or Christmas rose,"
were added in the Borgian era, and by his knowledge of
mediaeval pharmacy he criticises Symonds and Creighton
on the supposed transfusion of blood practised by a He-
brew doctor on Innocent VIII. Whether his ambition to
write the last word on the Borgian era was fulfilled or
not, he was inclined to repudiate the book because he was
not allowed to keep all the quaint and meticulous spellings,
to say nothing of Appendix IIIl and an appalling extract
from Varchi. The Borgia were strong meat, he insisted;
and could not be treated in the language of the Religious
Tract Society. The only character of the period who might
have appealed to the R/T.S. was Savonarola, whom Rolf e
terms "mattoid," and criticises fiercely for his minacity
and violence compared with the patience and moderation
of Alexander VI, "a commander-in-chief dealing with a
mutinous mad sergeant."
It is Rolfe's obsession and research for weird detail
1 The ^uppressed "Appendix III on a suggested Criterion of the
Credibility of Historians" was a vivid and virulent impeachment of
five historians—Pontano, Infessura, Guicciardini, Varchi, and John
Addington^ Symonds—in the matter of admitting the evidence of
moral turpitude. Every copy save one was destroyed by a cautious
publisher*

